DCELLS RE: The Big Questions                                                     Teachers’ Notes                                                                                       Unit 2: What does it mean to be a human/conscious being?

About this Unit

Fundamental Question: 

What does it mean to be a human/conscious being?

Learners
The aims of this unit are to encourage learners to do the following:

1. engage with fundamental questions in an exciting, challenging and motivational way

2. engage with and explore fundamental questions, and express personal responses to them

3. develop a wide range of R.E. skills as set out in the National Exemplar Framework for Religious Education for 3 to 19 – year – olds in Wales (DCELLS), alongside several key skills – communication, application of number, ICT, and thinking skills.
Teachers
The aims of this unit are to assist teachers in the following ways:
1. provide information and materials to assist them in delivering exciting, challenging and motivational R.E. at Key Stage 3

2. demonstrate how aspects of the National Exemplar Framework for Religious Education for 3 to 19 – year – olds in Wales (DCELLS) and the Locally Agreed Syllabus can be brought to life in the classroom
Plans and Guidance
On the following pages you will see plans and guidance with regards the use of each activity. 
The plans and guidance are outlines only, with enough information to guide you through each activity, and enough room for flexibility. Extra guidance and instructions are provided when you open each activity.
Activities can be used by individuals, pairs, small groups and whole classes; in computer suites or in classrooms where a computer and interactive whiteboard or projector are available. All activities can be printed and used as paper-based activities if required.
It is important that learners are able to record the outcomes of all activities in order to assist progress and assessment. All activities are printable, and an Evidence Log has been provided with the unit so that learners may respond accordingly to activities. Learners should ensure they complete the relevant part of the Evidence Log before moving on to the next activity.
Some activities are starters and will provide material for only part of a lesson, while other activities are lengthier and may take up the whole of a lesson.

Activities in this unit aim to provide learners with opportunities to do the following:

· develop their thinking skills and make connections

· contribute to discussions with regards meaning(s) of being human/conscious beings
· develop a greater understanding of humanity and its meaning

· draw on previous learning

· ask questions to enrich their current learning

· understand how religious beliefs, teachings and practices give religious adherents a meaning to being a human/conscious being
· explore and evaluate any evidence and arguments they’ve gathered

· make informed decisions

Fundamental Question: What does it mean to be a human/conscious being?
	Activity
	
	

	1
Body Basics
	Suggested lesson format:

R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· Begin the lesson with this 3 minute starter activity.

· Remind learners that things they may have learnt in their Science/Biology lessons might be of use whilst completing this activity.
· Following the activity, allow time for a class/group/pair discussion about the biological make-up of a human/conscious being.

· Perhaps you could ask the question what things are missing from the diagram that make us human/conscious beings.

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:

· Use thinking skills techniques to explore possibilities.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:
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	2
Animal, Plant, Machine?

	Suggested lesson format:

R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· The aim of this activity is to encourage pupils to begin seeing human/conscious beings as unique beings.
· As the Venn diagram is quite a challenging activity as it has four circles rather than the usual three, it maybe of use if this aspect of the activity is completed as a paper-based group activity.

· Following completion of the activity, provide the opportunity for a class discussion so that learners are able to share their ideas and discuss/ question/ investigate them further.

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:

· Discuss and respond to the unit’s fundamental question by using their own experiences and the world around them.

· Use thinking skills techniques to explore possibilities.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:
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	3

A Unique Recipe?
	Suggested lesson format:

R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· Using this diamond 9 ranking activity as a paper-based pair/group activity may be helpful.

· Learners are required to devise a list of the nine most important things they believe we need to make us unique human/conscious beings. Learners will naturally use previous activities, but should also be encouraged to think of new ideas they can add to the list.

· Ensure that learners are justifying any decisions they make.
· Following the activity, a class discussion would allow learners to share ideas, change their minds and debate their decisions. 

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:

· Ask, discuss and respond to fundamental questions raised by their own experiences, the world around them and aspects of religion.

· Use thinking skills techniques to explore possibilities.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:
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	4

Reading Between the Lines
	Suggested lesson format
R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· This is a challenging interpreting activity so you may wish to provide prompts which will allow for discussion and further explanations as you go along. 

· Taking the lead at the front of class will help ensure that learners are engaging with the main aim of this activity. 

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:
· Draw on a variety of informed religious sources, including other disciplines, in order to gather evidence and develop appropriate arguments.

· Use thinking skills techniques to explore possibilities.

· Use a range of religious language appropriately.

· Use ICT to communicate religious concepts.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:
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	5

Beliefs, Teachings and Practices
	Suggested lesson format:

R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· This is a challenging activity so you may need to provide further guidance, and break the activity down into smaller steps/stages.

· Depending on the learners you are teaching, you may wish to read through the text with them which will allow for discussion and further explanations as you go along. 

· Using this activity as a paper-based activity may be helpful.

· Ensure that learners are engaging with the main aim of this activity. 

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:

· Ask, discuss and respond to fundamental questions raised by their own experiences, the world around them and aspects of religion.

· Draw on a variety of informed religious sources, including other disciplines, in order to gather evidence and develop appropriate arguments.

· Use thinking skills techniques to explore possibilities.

· Recall, describe and explain the religious beliefs, teachings and practices investigated.

· Make and investigate the links between religious beliefs, teachings and practices to demonstrate understanding of religious ideas and the concept of faith.

· Explain how religion impacts on the lives of individuals.

· Recognise and explore the spiritual side of life.

· Use a range of religious language appropriately.

· Use ICT to communicate religious concepts.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:
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	6

A Matter of Life and Death
	Suggested lesson format:

R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· This is a challenging activity so you may need to provide further guidance on interpreting the religious teachings associated with life, death and life after death. 

· Some quotations may fit in more than one column, so learners should be encouraged to explain and justify their decisions carefully.
· Using this activity as a paper-based activity may be helpful.
· Following the activity, as part of a class discussion, ask learners how important is death to religious adherents’ understanding of what it means to be a human/conscious being. 

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:
· Draw on a variety of informed religious and non-religious sources in order to gather evidence and develop appropriate arguments.

· Use thinking skills techniques to explore possibilities/explanations.

· Make and investigate the links between religious beliefs, teachings and practices to demonstrate understanding of what it means to be a human/conscious being.

· Use a range of religious language appropriately.

· Use ICT to communicate religious concepts.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:
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	7

Gone Fishing
	Suggested lesson format:

R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· This is a fishbone diagram activity which requires learners to pick out any links there may be between Christian and Hindu beliefs about life, death and life after death, and what it means to be human/conscious being.

· As this is a relatively challenging activity, a class discussion in order to begin thinking and collecting ideas might be beneficial.

· Learners are required to make a note of 5 examples per religion, but, depending on the learners you are teaching, more examples might come to light. Using the diagram as a paper-based follow-up activity which will allow learners to record more ideas might be beneficial.

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:
· Draw on a variety of informed religious and non-religious sources in order to gather evidence and develop appropriate arguments.

· Use thinking skills techniques and critical thinking to explore preconceptions, possibilities/ explanations.

· Recall, describe and explain the religious beliefs, teachings and practices investigated.

· Communicate religious ideas and concepts in a variety of ways.

· Use a range of religious language appropriately.

· Use ICT to communicate religious concepts.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:



	8

Stick It!
	Suggested lesson format:

R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· Remind learners they must use any evidence they have to be able to complete this activity.

· Following the activity, as a means of collecting further evidence, learners will be required to ask other learners about their evidence and the reasons they chose their evidence in a marketplace activity. It’s up to you which way you allow this to proceed – learners walking around the class gathering the information they require; learners working in pairs or in small groups; or as a teacher-led activity. 

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:
· Draw on a variety of informed religious and non-religious sources in order to gather evidence and develop appropriate arguments.

· Use thinking skills techniques and critical thinking to explore preconceptions, possibilities/ explanations.

· Formulate arguments and justify points of view while recognising that the conclusions are only partial, inconclusive and are open to different interpretations. 

· Recall, describe and explain the religious beliefs, teachings and practices investigated.

· Use a range of religious language appropriately.

· Use ICT to communicate religious concepts.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:

      
[image: image18]      
[image: image19]
[image: image20]


	9

A Unique Recipe?

	Suggested lesson format:

R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· This is a follow-up of Activity 3 where learners were required to devise a list of the 9 most important things which make us human/conscious beings.

· This time round learners have a lot more information, evidence, knowledge and understanding based on previous activities, therefore it is expected that their recipes will include new ingredients.

· Any changes/additions learners make to their original list must be explained and justified.

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:
· Draw on a variety of informed religious and non-religious sources in order to gather evidence and develop appropriate arguments.

· Use thinking skills techniques and critical thinking to explore preconceptions, possibilities/ explanations.

· Formulate arguments and justify points of view while recognising that the conclusions are only partial, inconclusive and are open to different interpretations. 

· Recall, describe and explain the religious beliefs, teachings and practices investigated.

· Use a range of religious language appropriately.

· Use ICT to communicate religious concepts.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:
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	10

Android or Andrew?
	Suggested lesson format:

R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· In this activity, learners get to see/read/hear about Andrew, the android played by Robin Williams in the film Bicentennial Man. 

· A good synopsis of the film to show learners is available on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FB2DAEKDzbI&feature=related. 

· Further information is available in the Optional Assessment Materials (OAMs) entitled Fundamental Questions - What does it mean to be human? Unit 4 (ACCAC/DCELLS 2004).

· After viewing the clip/reading/hearing about Andrew, learners will be given statements about Andrew, and statements from previous activities and they must decide whether the statement makes Andrew an android or a human/conscious being. 
· It is important that learners are able to justify their decisions by using all the evidence they have gathered throughout the unit.

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:
· Draw on a variety of informed religious and non-religious sources in order to gather evidence and develop appropriate arguments.

· Use thinking skills techniques and critical thinking to explore preconceptions, possibilities/ explanations.

· Formulate arguments and justify points of view while recognising that the conclusions are only partial, inconclusive and are open to different interpretations. 

· Recall, describe and explain the religious beliefs, teachings and practices investigated.

· Use a range of religious language appropriately.

· Use ICT to communicate religious concepts.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:
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	11

And The Answer Is…
	Suggested lesson format:

R.E. Skills:

Key Skills:
	· This final activity is a concept cartoon. The aim is that learners attempt to answer the fundamental question of the unit by linking all that they’ve engaged with and explored to particular animated characters, before expressing a personal response. It is also designed to show learners that answers to fundamental questions vary greatly and are often incomplete.
· It is important that learners are reminded that they must make use of the unit as a whole in order to complete this activity.

This activity could help develop the following R.E. Skills:
· Draw on a variety of informed religious and non-religious sources in order to gather evidence and develop appropriate arguments.

· Use thinking skills techniques and critical thinking to explore preconceptions, possibilities/ explanations.

· Formulate arguments and justify points of view while recognising that the conclusions are only partial, inconclusive and are open to different interpretations. 

· Recall, describe and explain the religious beliefs, teachings and practices investigated.

· Communicate religious ideas and concepts using reasoned argument, personal opinions and ideas in a variety of ways.

· Explain how what they have learned about religious/spiritual experience might relate to their own and other people’s lives.

· Appreciate, respect, empathise with and evaluate the viewpoints of others, acknowledging where they are similar to and different from their own.

· Use a range of religious language appropriately.

· Use ICT to communicate religious concepts.

This activity could help develop the following Key Skills:
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